
President’s Message from Mike Fillat 

Our goals for this year are to continue to support technology on our campus by purchasing document 
cameras and laser printers for every classroom.  We are also continuing the art program by funding 
our wonderful art teacher, Sylvia Sana.  Sylvia, thank you for all you do for the Sundance community 
and for the kids.  We fell about 35% short of past years in our annual fund drive, so we are going to 
have to slowly purchase the document cameras.  With the funds we did receive, we should be able to 
get the printers in place soon.  Hopefully, the auction will be a success and we can have a document 
camera in all the classrooms by the end of the school year.  To date, we have purchased two document 
cameras and they have been placed.  Your children do appreciate all your donations and the Founda-
tion board will continue to support the school along the guidelines we receive from the teachers and 
Mr. Embry.  If you would like some input, feel free to join us for a board meeting the first Monday of 
each month in the computer lab at 6:30pm.  You can also e-mail me personally at otldoc@gmail.com.  
Have a wonderful holiday season and enjoy your kids during their  time off.  

Foundation News! 
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DONATIONS FROM PARENTS/FACULTY AS OF NOVEMBER 16TH EACH YEAR 
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Each year, our membership donation drive 

lays the groundwork to reach the goals that 

the Faculty, Principal and the Foundation 

set.  In our first year, that was the 34-station 

computer lab.  Our second year provided 

the school with our Art Program and Art In-

structor.  Our third year resulted in the new 

track.  This year, we would love to meet our 

goal of providing each student at Sundance 

with a classroom equipped with a state-of-

the-art docucam.  Don’t put it off any 

longer.  Make your donation today! 

Principal’s Update from Sal EmbryPrincipal’s Update from Sal EmbryPrincipal’s Update from Sal EmbryPrincipal’s Update from Sal Embry    
 

As we move into December, I am pleased to share with you that the Twin Trails Education Foundation continues to make impres-
sive strides in improving the learning experience for our students. 

As technology becomes a bigger part of the daily routine for our students, our school is often challenged by the task of keeping 
the classrooms up-to-date.  Each new advance in technology seems to bring with it the need for new or upgraded technology if 
we are to meet the challenge of preparing our students to become college-ready. 

If The Foundation is able to provide a laser printer for each classroom, it would give our teachers the ability to provide students 
with necessary print-outs of their academic progress in a variety of areas.  The Foundation has been able to start the purchasing 
process for document cameras for each classroom.  These units replace the old-style overhead projectors currently in use.  The 
advantage of these new machines is that they do not require the use of costly transparencies and are capable of projecting any  
image up on the projector screen instantly. 
 

Through your generous support of our Foundation, you are making a difference for all of our students each and every day. 
 

Keep up the good work and enjoy the holiday season! 



 

Spring Auction & Dinner Update from Sandra EscobedoSpring Auction & Dinner Update from Sandra EscobedoSpring Auction & Dinner Update from Sandra EscobedoSpring Auction & Dinner Update from Sandra Escobedo    
 

Please mark your calendars for the Twin Trails Education Foundation’s 4th Annual Auction & Dinner.  .  .  .  “Passport to Paradise”“Passport to Paradise”“Passport to Paradise”“Passport to Paradise”    
will be on Saturday, March 29, 2008 Saturday, March 29, 2008 Saturday, March 29, 2008 Saturday, March 29, 2008 at the Miramar Officer’s Club. We are looking forward to trying out a new venue,  new 
food and new entertainment.  I hope you can all attend. Watch the newsletter and e-mail for more information.  
 

We will be collecting for the grade baskets for the silent auction from each class as we’ve done in the past.  If anyone has an item 
or services they would like to donate to our silent or live auction, please contact the event chair, Sandra Escobedo at  

(858) 484-2126 or e-mail to Sandra_Escobedo@sbcglobal.net  
 

Please make an effort to attend this event.  It’s an excellent way to support our school and have a wonderful evening out!    
 

“Aloha and mahalo” 

     

Ed

First two docucams in place 
 

The foundation has already purchased two state of the art 
docucams and has placed them in two classrooms at sundance.  
Mrs. Hatch, in room 15,  and Mrs. Pahlke, in room 10,  are “test  

driving” the docucams.  Want to hear what they have to say? 
 

Mrs. Hatch:   

Mrs. Pahlke: 

“I LOVE the docucam.  It is absolutely wonderful.  When showing children work that will be done independ-

ently, the children are looking at the exact page in full color.  When we are doing work together, they are 

looking at the exact page on the screen that is on their desk.  The screen is very big which is helpful.    It is 

wonderful to not have to make transparencies.  I am able to show and do work right out of the student’s 

book.  Likewise, it is very easy to work together in reading a selection because I am able to show the selec-

tion on the screen.   

I use the docucam throughout the day.  It has been a wonderful addition to the classroom.  I feel honored 

to be one of the first to have one.  I know that the other teachers are anxiously awaiting the arrival of a 

docucam.  Please pass along my heartfelt thanks to the Foundation and to Tom Fazekas for taking the time 

to hook it up.” 

“My students and I adore our docucam!  We use it constantly.  Everything is so much easier and clearer.  

From a teacher's perspective, there are no more overhead transparencies to buy, clean, and then store.  

The additional benefits for me are the ability to freeze and save the work we have done together, no 

more overhead pens, and the ability to use the exact same materials that the students are using.  The stu-

dents like the clarity of the images and the ability to zoom in on specific things.  They can follow along 

much easier with the larger images.  For art one day, I did a folding activity.  Every child was able to see 

what I was doing as I did it under the docucam.   

I don’t think I could ever go back to using an overhead projector!  Every week, my students and I think of 

other ways to use the docucam. There are great possibilities to this tool that we are only just beginning to 

explore.  I must commend the Foundation for supplying Sundance students and teachers with this tech-

nology.” 



 

Contact the FoundationContact the FoundationContact the FoundationContact the Foundation    
Questions or comments? Feel free to contact the Foundation at twintrailsfoundation@yahoo.com or Questions or comments? Feel free to contact the Foundation at twintrailsfoundation@yahoo.com or Questions or comments? Feel free to contact the Foundation at twintrailsfoundation@yahoo.com or Questions or comments? Feel free to contact the Foundation at twintrailsfoundation@yahoo.com or     

858858858858----484484484484----2905 ext. 3137 or speak to any one of the Board Members directly.  We  would love to hear your thoughts!2905 ext. 3137 or speak to any one of the Board Members directly.  We  would love to hear your thoughts!2905 ext. 3137 or speak to any one of the Board Members directly.  We  would love to hear your thoughts!2905 ext. 3137 or speak to any one of the Board Members directly.  We  would love to hear your thoughts!    
 

    

    

Important Tax InfoImportant Tax InfoImportant Tax InfoImportant Tax Info:  Become a Twin Trails Education 
Foundation member before December 31st and receive a great 
tax deduction along with a whole lot of gratitude from very 
deserving Sundance students and teachers! 

 
 

 

All contributions of $500 or more will be recognized with your name on 

a permanent tile wall at Sundance.   

Check it out to see who has already left their legacy! 

Mrs. Bleyle Loves the New Books and Your Child Will Too! 
Our Librarian, Mrs. Bleyle, is excited about the books that the Foundation grant enabled her to buy for the  

Library.  We all want your children to “check them out”.  You can see the list of books if you follow these  

directions:   
 

The direct Website is: http://destiny.powayusd.com/ 

You then select Sundance Elementary. From that page, click on the “Catalog” tab.  

Click on “resource lists” from the column on the left.  

Click the tab on the right that says “public lists” 

There you will see the Twin Trails Foundation list. Click and there they are!   
 

You can also reach the above mentioned website by going to Sundance’s homepage, clicking on “Other 

Links”, then clicking on “Sundance Library Homepage”. 
 

Check out the titles to find something that you and your child would like to read together!  And enjoy! 

SAVE YOUR  

BASKETS! 
THE Foundation will need baskets 
for our silent auction & Dinner.  

Please start 

 saving baskets of all sizes and 
watch future  

newsletters for more  

information about when and 
where to drop  

them off. 

          

 Check Out the TTEF Website 
Stay up-to-date with all the latest Twin Trails  

Education Foundation news, programs, and events by 

 logging onto our website at 

www.twintrailsfoundation.org.  
 

 



The Twin Trails Education Foundation thanks our generous donors!The Twin Trails Education Foundation thanks our generous donors!The Twin Trails Education Foundation thanks our generous donors!The Twin Trails Education Foundation thanks our generous donors!    

        
    

Hero $500Hero $500Hero $500Hero $500    
James & Mariaelene Jacques 

Douglas & Sandra Lechner 

Mark McDonough, Ph. D. 

Dana & Kevin Sutton 

Valedictorian $250Valedictorian $250Valedictorian $250Valedictorian $250    
Anonymous 

Chris & Karen Burns 

Charles Kim Painting Co. 

Dave & Christine Hatch 

Bill & Julie Kvarnstrom 

Honor Roll $100Honor Roll $100Honor Roll $100Honor Roll $100    
Kimberly & Russell Bird 

Greg Brown 

Jennifer & Paul Clay 

Alfonso & Pamela Contreras 

Jeanie Coppotelli* 

Eric & Stella Decottignies 

Robert & Laurie Dusa 

Randy & Susan Eskridge 

Elizabeth & Mark Fallon 

Mike & Christine Fillat 

Evelyn & John Fernandez 

Robert & Sally Gonzales 

Cassondra & Richard Graff 

Kevin & Myra Ingley 

Thomas & Dana Jankuska 

Roger & Peg JKlemm 

Szu-Han Leu 

Roger & Peg Klemm 

Szu-Han Leu 

Frank & Jillian McMahon 

Todd & Loretta Moody 

Dale & Jennifer Mosby 

Julia & Wesley Northorp 

Norman & Laura Pokorny 

Lisa & Rick Sanford 

Anitha & Gowda Subhash 

Rick & Heather Tando 

John & Mona Tsai 

Mark & Tina Waters 

Renee Wiederhold 

 

 

Scholar $50Scholar $50Scholar $50Scholar $50    
Jay & Margaret Arnett 

Margaret Bergamin* 

Kelley Bleyle* 

Darrell & Vita Gray 

Lisa Limon 

Aimee & Jeffrey Mabe 

Romy & Richard Mason 

Jeny & Joseph Toth 

Rebecca Traverso* 

Julia & Russell Watson 

Weiguang Zhu 

Teacher’s Pet $25Teacher’s Pet $25Teacher’s Pet $25Teacher’s Pet $25    
Sandra & Constantine Abalos 

Heather & Richard Almanza 

Diana & Reed Buell 

Su-Yi Chen 

Harriet Degelsmith 

Ellen & Robert Dunn 

Boann Garry 

Larry Handjojo 

Leah & Troy Hemingway 

Lanchi Hoang 

Maria & Pramod Joshi 

Dianne LaLone* 

Jeff & Shelley Langley 

Parwinder & Raj Mahay 

Ruben & Beatriz Montelongo 

Kevin & Vonnett Olson 

Jason & Lorraine Pachura 

Erik & Cindy Peterson* 

Yelena & John Rus 

Ce Ai & Rosa Salgado 

Dawn & Jamie Shetzer 

Scott Taylor 

Holly Torrez 

OtherOtherOtherOther    
Alvin & Diana Bananal 

Ja Young Cho 

Jennifer & Jason Fitzpatrick 

Florentino & Martha Jimenez 

Charles & Gloria Kim 

Hung Ngo 
 

-All donations received through 11/15/07 are listed.  Later  

donations  will appear in the next newsletter and on the  

Foundation website. 

*Sundance Staff and Alumni 


